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4.    I think that   in   the introduction   of death duties at first,
attempts should be made to collect the   duty from estates of large
value and the   imposition of this   incidence  of   taxation can be
gradually introduced upon estates of lower value. I would suggest
that the duty   might first be   introduced in   respect   of estates of
immovable properties passing upon death of the value of Rupees
one lakh or over. This will be all the easier  towards the introduc-
tion of universal representation   as it will not entail the  rigorous
enforcement of the regulations in this respect against the represen-
tatives of smaller estates   until such   times   as Government may
make such estates   liable for   death   duties  by   which   time the
machinery by which   representation   is to   be   taken out will be
understood by the community.

5.    Legislation introducing universal   representation should,
as I beg to submit, be by an Act of the Central  Legislature and I
further submit that an Act   introducing  the  inheritance tax or by
whatever name the   duty is to be   called should also be from the
Central Legislature but the scale of duty and other details may be
left to the Provincial   Governments  to adjust  according to their
financial   requirements and   the   machinery   for collection of the
duty    would   also    be   under    the     control   of the   Provincial
Governments.
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1.    PRECIS
(Snb :    Probate Duties)
The Indian Taxation Enquiry Committee had drawn the con*
elusion that the peculiar conditions of India rendered the imposi-
tion of a succession duty impracticable, although they had recom--
mended an ^extension of probate duties partly on grounds other
than fiscal.                                s                                            '
2. In their letter No. F. 3 (XIII) F-27, dated the 28th
November, 1927, the Government of India invited the views of
the Provincial Governments on the following proposals discussecj,
by the committee :
The advisability and feasibility of universal representation in.
the provinces in which representation would mean a legal succes-
sion to the estate of the deceased obtained from the court ;
The alternative plan envisaging an ordinary revenue or
income-tax process resting on an inventory backed by penalties
for evasion and by precedence of the duty over other charges oni
the estate ; .the legislation should be Central.